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THE AURORA. 
Vol. X.] 
"SCIENCE -W-ITEC PRACTICE." 
Iowa State Agricultural College, June, 1882. 
SUNSET. 
W,D,W, 
O, best of all the hours of d.ty; 
And best of all the years of life, 
Is sunset of the one-and age, 
The other's golden rest from Etrife. 
With close of day, the world's great pulse 
Beats slow and still. The shadows creep, 
And overcast the deeds of light: 
The heavens drop low in beauteous steep. 
Here is the death bed of a day; 
The last bright upward slant of sun-
A hero's sword upon his bier-
Consoles the earth for glory gone. 
As comes the twlight after day, 
Ere darkness settles with its gloom, 
So comes a time before we pass 
From life to shadows 'Jf the tomb. 
A time of rest a holy pause 
Twixt earth and heaven-for memory's power 
To grasp the lightning lapse of life-
A temp'ring for the final hour. 
But earth shall live again, when comes 
The morrow with its brilliant morn: 
The sunset lasteth not for age; 
It lives but to the day adorn. 
i'\o life shall live again, though time 
In fullest sense brings pain and sorrow; 
Eternity the harvest yields; 
Death's but the sunset of tomorrow. 
[No. 4, 
5() THE OLD AND THE NE»- CIVILZATIONS. 
THE OLD .A...~D THE NEW CIVILI-
ZATIONS. 
Delivered at the Inter-State contest by F. G. Han-
chett, and awarded first prize. 
There is a tendency in man to swing, pen-
dulum like, from extreme to extreme. We 
can trace it from the individual with his 
hobbies and eccentricities, to the masses 
with their ever varying and unreliable public 
opinion. We can mark it in the more slow 
and steady sweep of thought from century 
to century, and from age to age; in the alter-
nate succession of days and nights of civili-
zation-dark ages and golden ages of light. 
It is this tendency in man that accounts 
for the two opposite extremes of what we 
term the old and new civilizations-the civil-
ilation that dazzled the world with the gold-
en age of Greece; and the civilization of 
which the nineteenth century is but the 
morning light; the civilization that recog-
nized the spiritual Plato as the supreme 
monarch of thought; and the civilization 
which crowns the practical Bacon as the 
greatest philosopher of the world - eras 
which may be distinguished as the age of the 
useful. 
This old civilization was a magnificent gar-
den, in which the beautiful, the spiritual and 
the•ideal were cultivated with the choicest 
care, and in which the useful, the material 
and the piactical were rooted out as rank 
unsightly weeds. From this well-tilled soil 
grew and blossomed poetry, from whose fra-
grance the poets of all ages have drawn their 
sweetness; eloquence, whose unrivaled pe-
riods still ring in our ears; architecture, 
which has ever been the model and marvel 
of the world; sculpture, to whose divine 
beauty our boasted age still bows in admir-
ing worship. 
But with however much of admiration we 
may look back upon the glorious achieve-
ments of these old Greeks, we must still ad-
mit that they went to the extreme in the 
cultivation of the beautiful and neglect the 
useful. Their philosophers scorned the idea 
of debasing their knowledge for the advance-
ments of the useful arts. They had famous 
sculptors, but bungling mechanics; splendid 
rhetoricians, but stupid doctors; dreams of 
delightful repose in the Elysian fields, but 
no vulgar vision of sprin6 mc1,ttresses on 
this side Archeron. Steam might have lifted 
the lids of tea-kettles before the eyes of 
these old dreamers for endless centuries, but 
railroads would be unknown. To their im-
aginative minds the thunder-bolt told no 
tale of the telegraph, but was the rattling of 
Jove's chariot wheels over the pavements of 
Heaven. 
In the fullness of time there-came into the 
fields of thought a practical husbandman, 
.Francis Bacon, who was not satisfied with 
mere flowers, which, however beautiful, 
could but please and adorn, but desired 
"fruit" which could supply the more neces-
sary wants of man. He therefore left this 
old garden of beauty, and in far broader 
fields scattered the seeds of a philosophy 
which was destined to bring forth rich har-
vests of usefulness. The fruits of this phil-
osophy have ripened into what we call the 
practical age-an age which with equal pro-
priety might be termed the age of miracles 
-an age in which thought busies itself with 
the great problem of benefitting the condi-
tion of man-an age in which the hidden se-
crets of God have been found out and man's 
powers invested with the powers of omnipo-
tence, until his feeble voice has been made 
to echo across continents and his thoughts) 
to pass beneath the billows of the deep-an 
age in which the petty quibbles of metaphy-
sicians are accounted secondary to the great 
inventions which lessen the burdens and per-
plexities of life-an age in which the poet 
who is contented in picturing the outer man-
ifestations of things has been displaced by 
the scientist, who delights in seeking out 
the inner secrets of the universe. But no-
where have the glorious triumphs of this 
age taken more practical form than in the 
modern home, which, crowded with the 
countless comforts and conveniences of life, 
is a veritable Heaven in comparison with 
the palatial but empty abodes of the Golden 
Age of Greece, or the turreted but desolate 
castles of the senseless age of chivalry. In 
fact, the nineteenth century is one sublime 
and bewildering panorama of practical 
achievements. 
In keeping with that tendency in man 
which carries him to the extreme, we ob-
serve that the causes which have produced 
such great practical achievements have alst 
CHANGE. 51 
produce a practical and material spirit in 
the age, which tends to dwarf and deaden 
the very noblest sentiment in a man's nature. 
In the fields of modern thought the coarser 
plants of material prosperity have so over-
shadowed the more delicate flowers of poetry 
that they have made but a feeble and spind-
ling growth. This spirit of the age would 
prize electricity more tlrnnimmortality, and 
look with more plearsure upon a man-made 
machine than upon a God-inspired sentiment 
It is a significant fact that all the greatest 
poets lived before the age of material pros-
perity; that the genius of this age is dnft-
ing into the channels of trade and instead of 
a Shakespeare, a Milton or a Raphael, we 
have an Astor, a Jay Gould or a Vamlerbilt; 
that our scientists return from their search 
for the useful with their eyes spiritually 
blinded. These things point to the fact that 
our practical age with all its boasted bless-
ings, by absorbing the mind with the baser 
truths of matter, is qualifying it for the high-
er truths of the spiritual. This modern 
materialism has swung to its maddest ex-
treme and taken its most definite form, 
in its attack upon religion. Puffecl up 
with his meagre knowledge of one small 
world, the little man attempts to prove 
that there is no God in the great uni-
verse. We are told that a man has no 
soul, that immo1tality is but an empty 
dream, and religion but the sickly child of 
ignorance and superstition. Thus would 
our age, with its material clutch, strangle 
the very divinity 1n man and leave him but 
the monarch animal of the world. 
Physical science is the idol of the age, 
and the man who has perchance found a few 
bird tracks in some antediluvian rock, is an 
illustrious hero. 1Vith ·what profound wis-
dom we have discovered that the first horse 
had five toes! How wise we are for having 
learned that there are 90,000 species of 
beetles and possibly more! But is there no 
mental science? 1Vas he right who asserted 
that, "as the liver screted bile, so the brain 
secretes thought?" "Can the scientist lav 
open our moral structure with his dissecting 
knife?" 
1Ve have not forgot that our age "which 
draws its water from wells that are sixty 
_-centuries deep," by the natural law of pro-
gress, is in the advance of every preceeding 
age; but we criticise the extremely practic-
al and material tendency of our age, which 
has produced a large class of narrowly 
practical men-men who see utility only in 
that which ministers to their immediate 
and physical wants; thQ,t are devoted soul 
and ]Jody to business, for the transaction 
of which they have become mere machines, 
and consider poetry and religion as fit on-
ly for woman and children; men who are 
forever crying in the language of Dickens' 
Gradgrind. "In this life we want nothing 
but facts. sir; nothing but facts;" men 
whose imaginations, the wings of the soul, 
have become so heavy with the mud of the 
mateiial things in which they grovel that 
they can never soar into the lofty regions of 
tho1 tght where man asserts his kinship with 
Heaven, and suggests that he has an im-
mortal soul. Better be a philosopher and 
live in a garret, better be a poet and an heir 
of poverty, than one of these narrow practic-
al men surrounded with every comfort and 
luxury that the nineteenth century can 
offer. 
'l'lrns we see that what we term the old 
and the new civilizations have been the ex-
treme developments of opposite ideas. 
Happy will be that age, if it may ever dawn 
upon the world, when the central idea of 
these two civilizations shall be wedded in 
harmonious equality, when the love of the 
beautiful and the love of the useful shall 
eai:11 have its designed place in the sym-
metrical development of man; then shall he 
have poet's eye to see all the varied beauty 
in nature and in sentiment, and the keen 
perception of the scientist to search out all 
that is useful to man in the hidden secrets 
of God. 
CHANGE. 
L, M. G. 
Change in the universal law. This is true 
of man as well as the universe. Each new 
thread that enters into that endless web 
woven in the roaring loom of time, more or 
less modifies the pattern. 
As we turn over the leaves of the earths 
primeval history; as we interpret the hiero-
gly-phics, on which are recorded the events 
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of the unknown past, we find this ever-be-
ginning never-ceasing change. We see it 
alike in the organic and the inorganic. In 
the decomposition and recombinat10n of 
matter, in the constantly varying forms of 
animal and vegetable life. Old fomations 
are soon down and new ones are deposited. 
With an altering atmosphere and a decreas-
ing temperature land and sea, bring forth 
new races of insects, plants and animals. 
Lands are upheaved and sunk. Where once 
rolled a fathomless ocean, we now find a 
wide-spread richley-clothed country, teem-
ing with existence; and where once a vast 
continent stretched in magnificent propor-
tions, there remain only a few lonely coral 
islets, to mark the graves of its submerged 
mountains. 
If in the midst of this universal mutation 
man alone was constant and invarible, it 
would indeed be strange. But he too, obeys 
the law of universal variation. His circum-
stances are ever altering, and he is con-
stantly adapting himself to them. Between 
the naked houseless savage of barbarianism, 
and the Shakespears and Miltons of a 
civilized world, lie unnumbered degrees of 
difference which manifest themselves in 
arts customs and religions. 
Compare the grotesque frescoes of the 
Egyptians or the shadowless drawings of 
the Chinese, with the painting of a Ra-
phael, upon the "Transfiguration;" compare 
the "Greek Slave" of Powers with the un-
gainly drawings of ancient times; compare 
the sculptors of Athens, with those of 
Mexico and Hindoostan; compare the rude 
hovels, and the tents of savages, with the 
marble palaces, and their gilded halls; com-
pare the clan or tribal relations of primevel 
man, with the republics of to-day, and then 
we will realize the fact that man is no ex-
ception to the rule. 
Although the truth is apparent, let us 
look at their religion. "Man advances in 
proportion as he mingles his thoughts with 
his God." The ancient Greeks and Romans 
had a deity to sanction and patronize every 
conceivable iniquity. The Polynesian tribes 
believed that their God fed upon the souls 
of the departed. '.rhe IIindoo burned his 
wife, that her spirit might haunt his enemy. 
The Roman Inquisition nurtured by 
ignorance and its kindred tortures, has with 
the hand that instigated them, marked a 
page in the worlds history. But to-day 
man worships God, according to the 
dictates of his own conscience, under his 
own vine and figtree. Inhuman as the 
Governments are becoming more liberal, 
all have an equal share in their blessings. 
Man has learned the inevitable truth that 
all are created equal, and all have one com-
mon Father. No more does slaveries shack-
ler clank dismally around us; the soil of 
America is no longer polluted with that 
withering curse. We have erased the last 
vestige of slavery from our Statute books, 
and instituted in its stead the genius of 
universal emancipation, making liberty 
commensurate with, and inseperable from 
..A.merican soil; proclaiming to the stranger 
and the soiourner, the moment he sets foot 
upon American earth, that the ground on 
which he treads is holy, and consecrated by 
the genius of universal ereedom. No mat-
ter in what language his doom may have 
been pronounced; no matter what complex-
ion, an Indian or an African, sun may have 
burnt upon him; no matter in what disas-
trous battle his liberties may have been 
cloven down; no matter with what solem-
nities, he may have been devoted upon the 
alter of slavery; the instant he touches the 
sacred soil of America, the altar and the 
God sink together, and his soul walks 
abroad in its own majesty; his body swells 
beyond the measure of his chains, which 
bursting from around him, he stands re , 1 
deemed, regenerated, and disenthralled by 
the irresistable genius of universal emanci-_ 
pation. 
Standing to-day on the crowning hights 
of the ninteenth century, looking back over 
the plain through which we have wended 
our way, we see it billowed o'er with the 
graves of men, states and nations, whose 
memories have been cherished in pro-
portion as they have benefited mankind. To 
some, monuments have been erected, whose 
summits tower among the clouds in their 
granduer, and upon their surface of imman-
culate whiteness, are inscribed in letter of 
enduring li:ght, the endearing senti-
ments of their fellow-men. To others 
records of l_ess magnificence have been ded1-' 
CUSTOM. 
cated. While countless thousands have 
had their entrance and their exit, and have 
sank beneath the waves of oblivion "un-
wept, unhonored, and unsung." 
As we contemplate this melancholy pic-
ture the question that presents its self for 
our solution is: Who are the men and what 
was their Modus operandi by which they 
effected these changes, and left such lasting 
impressions upon the records of time. For 
they are comparatively few that have sur-, 
vived the wreck of the ages. Has it been 
accomplished by the mild and genial influ-
ence of the conservatives? Or has it been 
by those with a stability that veres not to 
the right nor the left; that does not surren-
der at the first discharge of the enemies bat-
tery, but stands to the helm with a fixed and 
unalterable purpose until the old ship of 
state is landed safe within the harbor, with 
the banner of victory floating at the mast. 
We hear the answer come thundering down 
the isle of time, in favor of the latter. It 
was that unquenchible love of liberty; that 
never dying pat1iotism, that nerved the arm 
and solidified the ranks of the noble three 
hundred, who offered up their lives on the 
altar of their country at old Thermopylea 
and stayed the march of the Asiatic Em-
pire in its westward way. It was the firm-
ness of Galileo that supported him in the 
hour of his tribulation before the Roman 
Inquisition. It was the incessant never-
tiring zeal of Newton, that gave us the law 
of gravitation; It was the unconquerable 
will of Columbus that sustained him in the 
opposition of all Europe, and gave him the 
courage to brave the dangers of an un-
known sea, and crowned his efforts with the 
discovery of a new world. When the clouds 
of darkness had settled over our land and 
the iron heel of British oppression was 
crushing us beneath its ponderous weight. 
It was the immortal Henry who came to our 
rescue, and by the magical influence of his 
towering figure; the thundering tones of his 
3onvincing rhetoric; he aroused the timid 
3olonists from their lethargy, and instilled 
.nto their minds the love of freedom, which 
nspired them to action, and to him we owe 
;he birth of a new nation. 
Thus it has been the men of stability to 
vhom the world has given its grandest lau-
rals. :Men whose names will outlive the 
language they spoke. Men "who when 
thrones have crumbled, and dynasties are for-
gotten, will stand the landmark of their 
countries genius rearing themselves amid 
regal ruins and national dissolutions, men-
tal pyramids on the solitude of time; be-
neath whose shadows things will moulder, 
but around their summits eternity will 
play." 
CUSTOM. 
,AMA. 
Every particle of matter, whether it be in 
a petal of the delicate forest flower, or in the 
heart of the mighty Alps, is governed by a 
law. 
Every organism has its method of develop-
ment, its form of growth and its length of 
life; it has its time of budding and its sea-
sons of decay; it has a mode of drinking in 
life and a manner of imparting life to its 
posteritv; and throughout the animal and 
vegetable ,kingdoms, the whole process of 
life with each individual is analogous to 
that of its immediate predecessor. Habit 
then prevails in the organic world, and so far 
as it controls the material in which the intel-
ligence is wholly that of the infinite, leads 
to perfection, but in the intellectual, where 
habit becomes custom, it culminates in the 
grossest imperfections and erects the most 
insurmountable barriers to the progress of 
civilization. It is a parasite on man's free 
will, and its development is only complete 
when it has absorbed man's originality. As 
proof of this, look back if you will, through 
the long and narrow vista of past centuries 
aud see man as he is outlined by history. 
He is the greatest mystery in nature 
the first studied and the last perceived. 
Himself he does not understand; his God he 
does not know; his only guide the manipula-
tor of the wild animal, and his only teacher 
the sovereign of nature. He has not the ex-
periences of his predecessors painted before 
him like a panorama, by which to profit, 
neither has he a solitary artificial index that 
points him to, or creates within him , a 
thought of the generations which are to fol-
low. He is left wandering in nature's laby-
rinths, without the knowledge of a cause, or 
the appreciation of an effect. Originality 
CUSTOM. 
must be his, and we of to-day see his.rude it grows unchecked. The child is surrounded 
but blazing letters of truth standing out like with circumstances which cause it to think 
the fixed stars around the clomway of natures and act as its parents think and act; it is 
laboratory. But custom (whose generation taught to imitate rather than originate. Our 
is spontaneous) seizes poor humanity, and system of public instruction too frequently 
for ages hampers and grinds down man's in- parndes before the young mind the thoughts 
tellect, until he, the crowning work of nature, and conclusions of other men, in such a way 
is unable to cast aside this poisonous envelop tl1at before the student has anived at an 
and progress as God intended he should. age that he ought to thi.uk for himself he has 
The religions of the world present to us a so imbibed the habit of depending on others 
sad and doleful picture of custom's havoc. for his knuwledge of nature's truths that he 
How reluctantly we look back to the clays of is nothing more than a reprint of other's 
Carthagenian supremacy; when every great thoughts with here and there an original 
enterprise was preceded with a sacrifice to phrase. Were it possible to sit in a room 
their Goel; a sacrifice so revolting in its connected with all the the college halls in 
character that we shudder at its recital; a this fair land and hear the thousand school-
sacrifice, established by custom's law, which boy orations which are weekly produced, 
tore hundreds of innocent babes from the we would be directed a thousand times to 
breasts of agonizing mothers, and, before the pyramids of Egypt, and hear echoed a 
the imprint of the maternal kiss had faded thousand times the names of Plato, Socrates 
from their innocent cheek, tossed them into and Na po lean. If it were possible to see as• 
the arms of their red-hot iron Gods, to min- well as to hear, we would be disgusted at the 
gle their weak voices with the smoke of their transformation of the same ideas and the 
dimpled hands and satisfy the greed of cus- sickly attempt to imitate the oratory of a 
tom. The church has ever been a host to Wm. Pitt or a Robt. Ingersoll, without a 
custom. She has to-day corralled in the shadow of originality P.xhibited. The man-
valley of ignorance and superstition a quar- date of custom sends out from our high 
ter billion of the oriental people. She holds schools and college halls eulogies on great 
before the people of the nineteenth century men, by beardless boys and unsophisticated 
the l'ope and Hornish church, with all their stripplings, who have not that power of con-
forms and rites on one side, and on the other centration that will enable them to grasp 
a class who denominate themselves inde- the full meaning of three consecutive sen-
pendent thinkers, a class who in reality do tences of a masterpiece. 
but follow soine eloquent fanatic and preach I They will give the exact uimensions of a 
a doctrir_ie which, in itself,_ wo:1ld stop every I Shakespeare, a Goethe, a Schiller, a Tenny-, 
wheel of progress, make foreign those hal- I son, or a Longfellew. 'l'hey will compile 
lowed teachings of the cradle, blot out all' the most elaborate criticisms on the products 
the sacred ties of home, and make us a race of master minds, and would llave yon be-
of cold, uusympathizing people. lieve it is but the immature fruit of their 
Custom has preyed upon politics as well as own fertile brains. Hence the result of our 
religion, aml to-clay its hypl1m like threads early training is that we are old in years be-
of dishonesty are so thorougl1ly interwoven fore the sun of originality has made its ap-
into politics, that all nations are more or pearance above the rugged crags of imita-
less diseased and enwrapped by this lattice tion, and long before it reaches the zenith, 
work of corruption, It controls empires and our lives are spent, and we go down, the 
monarchies, and is a strong minority in disappointed victims of custom. 
republics. Our own government is the 
brightest example among nations. She has 
fostered it the least and is manfully warring 
against it. 
But the sphere which affords it the best 
nourishment and upon ·which are its most 
luxuriant growths, is the social sphere. Here 
"1Vlmt part, asked a Snnday-school teach-
er, of the burial of 'Sir John Moore' do you 
like l.Jesti"'. The boy thoughtful for a mo-
ment, and then replied: ".l<"'ew and short 
,vere the prayers he said." 
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SCIENTIFIC. 
THEORY OF THE BEAUTIFUL. 
O. C. P. 
Aesthetics, or the science of the beautiful, 
is a subject which has received some atten-
tion ; but the thoughts relating to its devel-
opment are rath_er indefinite, and the various 
conflicting theories give us no definite 
knowledge. We ask the questions: 
What is the beautiful~ Is it a fixed and ab-
solute quality inherent in the object, or is it 
an emotion springing out of the relation be-
tween the mind of the observer and the thing 
observed? These two, and other theories, 
have their prominent advocates, each stating 
his own view as he understands the causes 
and conditions which give rise to the phe-
nomenon called the beautiful. 
The great difficulty seems to be in defining 
the term beautiful. Some call it a sensa-
tion, while others, an association of ideas 
and feelings, or a pleasurable state of mind 
produced by the object. One thing is cer-
tain: the term beautyalways denotes the same 
essential thing whatever it may be. That 
the state of mind modifies the feeling which 
arises from the perception, cannot be denied. 
A thing which may be beautiful in the esti-
mation of one person, may be ugly in the 
sight of another. There may be degrees of 
beauty in the same mind at different times, 
caused by the same object. This is undoubt-
edly due to education and cultivated under-
standing which always differs in the mind as 
it progresses. 
Socrates says: The beautiful is coinci-
dent with the good and useful. Allison, 
R.eid and Cousin support the theory that bea-
uty consists in the expression of some men-
tal or moral quality or attribute. Galen is 
inclined to support the o_bjective theory, and 
argues that beauty is a principle of novelty 
or utility. Hutchison thinks that the rela-
tion of unity and variety gives rise to beauty. 
Aristotle held nearly the same thing. 
I look upon a gorgeous sunset and call it 
beautiful. What is it that is beautiful? 
That cloud, those tints that fade into each 
other, those radiating lines of fire 
that lie in bnlliant relief upon the dark 
back-ground, as if some angel had left his 
smile upon the cloud as he flew through the 
gates of Hesperus, there lies the beauty, and 
not in the beholder. An emotion is in the 
mind, but this is not beauty; it is an admir-
ation; wonder and delight. All these writ-
ers, while they admit the existence of beauty 
in the external object, make it consist in 
some quality or confirmation of matter. 
Other writers hold a different opinion and 
say that beauty is a subjective and· not an 
objective element. Among this class we 
find the materialistic philosophers. Here 
Hamilton's teachings-though not a materi-
alist-are worthy of notice. As we under-
stand his arguments, we would say that 
beauty springs from the same source as 
pleasure, and can be studied in connection 
with the same. Pleasure springs from activ-
ity of the mind, and pain from limited and 
prostrate activity. We get a clearer under-
derstanding of what Hamilton means when 
he says: "A beautiful thing is one whose 
form occupies the imagination and under-
standing in a free and full, and consequent-
ly in an agreeable activity." 'l'herefore im-
agination and understanding necessarily 
find occupation in the perception of an ob-
ject which we designate as beautiful. He 
also asserts that the mind has a tendency to 
form objects into a whole, in the same pro-
portion that the mind can do this with the 
least amount of resistance, so is an obiect 
beautiful. A circle is more beautiful than a 
square, because the mind forms it into a 
unit. In a square, the exercised energy is 
divided into four parts, while in the circle it 
acts as a whole upon a unit. The human 
face is more beautiful than any of its parts, 
because the mind forms the different parts 
into a whole which shows harmony and rela-
tionship. The beautiful in itself affords a 
feeling of unmingled pleasure ; it arises sole-
ly from the consideration of the object and 
not from any desire to possess it. Accord-
ing to this theory, there are two kinds of 
beauty, absolute and relative. In the flow-
er we find absolute beauty ; it possesses this 
quality wherever it may be and under any 
circumstance. In dress we have relative 
beauty, because the manifested beauty is 
modified by purpose, utility and design. 
'l'he same author says, that sublime beauty 
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is an intermingling of pleasure and pain ; 
the mind is active in trying to form the ob-
ject into a whole, but the formlessness and 
vastness existing in the object, prevents the 
mind from doing so ; this state, which is 
both pleasure and pain,-but the former pre-
dominating over the latter-is called sub-
limity. 
There is another school, that holds that 
the objective and subjective elements enter 
in combination. 'l.'he beautiful, in their es-
timation, is the spark of the smitten steel 
that appears when the object and subject 
meet. or the properties of the object are re-
flected by the thoughts and feelings of the 
mind, like the rays of light which are reflect-
ed from the moon and illuminate the earth. 
We have also what is called the spiritual 
theory. This was probably first systematiz. 
ed by Schelling and perfected by Hegel. 
From them we learn that beauty is the spir-
itual life in its immediate sensible manifest-
ation, or in other words, it is God revealing 
Himself in material and immaterial things. 
It is an ethereal spirit that floats on the sil-
very clouds. It is the bow that spans the 
heavens, and in the rosy light that seems to 
hover over the woods ; in the roaring bil-
lows of the mighty waters, and in the won-
derful mechanism of the human mind. It is 
for us to behold, but not to possess. God re-
veals Himself in nature and we behold 
beauty. The voice of the Infinite resounds 
in the valley, in the woods, in the rippling 
brook aiid in the mysterious organization of 
life-all this is beauty. 
The different collections of theories in re-
lation to the beautiful have been mentioned 
in brief, and our limited space allows no 
comments. But what can we learn? How 
much nearer the correct truth are we now 
than we were before? Let us consider them 
all and then draw our conclusion. To my 
mind, though many will undoubtedly differ 
from me, this great p1:oblem appears some-
thing like this :-We live and energize in a 
material world. We are surrounded by a 
spiritual atmosphere, or· a world of mind. 
The spiritual world is perfection, the mater-
ial imperfection. We experience pleasure 
and perceive beauty as we pass out of the 
material and ·into th.e spiritual. Our ten-
dency is toward perfection. When we are 
conscious of this tendency we perceive beau-
ty. In music, we apprehend melodious 
sounds to which we attribute the quality 
beautiful. The harmony and melody produ-
ced is nearer perfection than other isolated 
sounds without any harmony. The artist 
hews out of the marble and paints on the 
canvass an ideal figure, that is as nearperfec-
tion as human skill can make it, this we call 
beautiful. The poet arranges words so as to 
convey the thoughts that dwell within him, 
and as he succeeds in coveying the perfect 
signs of his ideas, so is his poem beautiful. 
Man in this crude and imperfect world sees 
not the beautiful, but as he goes out of him-
self and his immediate surroundings, he be-
holds beauty, therefore we find beauty in art 
which is an expression of perfection origi-
nating in an. ideal or spiritual world. In 
childhood the mind is less attracted by 
worldly cares, imagination is now the field 
of occupation-pleasure and beauty the re-
sult; but as man becomes older, the duties 
of life demand his attention, he now dwells 
more in the real than the ideal world, and 
kings are less beautiful to him, except in 
special cases where he makes the particular 
object a study, or when his intellectual state 
is such that he sees the beautiful better than 
otherwise. We see beauty in the natural 
progress of things, they are tending toward 
perfection, and in the same degree as a thing 
is perfect, so is it beautiful. The natural 
world grades into the ideal or spiritual 
world, and where the two grade into each 
other we see the beautiful. In the human 
figure we see a beautiful arrangement of va-
rious parts; there we obtain a glimpse of the 
Infinite. The seen and material is unstable, 
but the unseen and immaterial is stable and 
everlasting it is the beautiful, and this we per-
ceive more and more as we move into the 
spiritual world which surrounds us. The 
rose, the spreading elm and drooping willow, 
the statue, the painting or the grand cathe-
dral, all in nature or art express something ; 
this is the beautiful. We are moved by its ap-
pearance because we have souls that can 
communicate with the spiritual world which 
surrounds us. ..Whatever we think or under-
stand by what has been said,-let us learn 
one lesson, that we should cultivate the dis-
SOURCES OF ERROR. 57 
criminating powers of our minds with re-
spect to the beautiful or sublime in nature 
and art. 
SOURCES OF ERROR. 
F. 
From the very first the experimentalist in 
science, finds himself surrounded by count-
less causes which tend to vitiate his results. 
The important ones are not often numerous. 
A close inspection of any experiment whose 
results are to be obtained quantitatively 
will show that the whole _number of condi-
ditions which may act as sources of error is 
very large but experience generally proves 
that the number of those having an impor-
tant bearing is quite limited. 
The success of an experimentalist consists 
wholly in his ability to dectect and eliminate 
these more important interfering condi-
tions. 
But before proceeding to search for the 
sconce of an error it is always necessary to 
prove that an error actually exists. To do 
this, repetition of the experiment, retaining 
the previous mode intact is sometimes suffi-
cient. Not that if the results are uniform, 
the process is a reliable one, but that if 
they are not uniform there is somewhere a 
changing condition which has escaped no-
tice and whose presence constitutes a source 
of error. There is reason to believe that 
if this condition can be removed, the results 
will be uniform. But constant results by 
one method never proves that error is not 
present. It is a favorite mistake of the 
ameteur experimentalist to trust the results 
of a process, if only they be uniform, not 
stopping to cpnsider that the error itself is 
liable to be constant and thus escape de-
tection. He may not be wrong. What 
prnof he has is in the right direction, but it 
falls short of being absolute, for it may be 
that another mode, having as high claim, 
will give a set of results enterely unlike the 
first. For- instance, iron ore may be ana-
lyzed in a gravimetic way and yield constant 
results and again in a volumetric way with 
just as fair slw-wing, but between the two 
methods there may be an unaccountable dis-
crepancy. I have not taken an unfair illus-
tration nor one which reflects discredit upon 
the science of chemistry or ·even upon the 
manipulator himself. The most success-
ful chemist often finds himself in just such 
a position and proves his ability only by 
clearing away the contradiction, When two 
different methods clash in this way, nothing 
is more certain than that one or both is er-
roneous. Both may be, but that at least one 
is, we have proof positive, 
Having thus freely established the exist-
ence of error, the next step is to detect the 
scource. Here the experimenter is thrown 
back upon his own resources as an observer. 
There is only one way in which the weak 
point can be found and this is by studious 
labor, and if necessary ,repeated review of the 
ground gone over. One of the most rigor-
ous reviews that can be applied to a process, 
and one not as frequently employed as it 
deserves to be, is that of inversion; that is, 
beginning with a resnlt and working back-
wards-really a species of indirect synthesis. 
If all processes would admit of this 
-it is to be regretted that they will 
not-a quick and positive means of 
discovering the interfering causes would 
always be on hand. As it is, the in-
version can be accomplished only with con-
siderable foresight and care, lest foreign 
conditions be involved which will of course, 
destroy its value. Another review and one 
which is oftener used but whose real scien-
tific merit i~ more questionable is that of 
working for known results. ]for instance, 
in the above illustration, an iron compound 
of known composition may be analyzed. If 
the result is favorable, the process has been 
proven valid beyond the reach of doubt. It 
has, however, been proven only for that 
compound, not necssarily for the original 
mie and if the results are not what they were 
expected to be, no clue whatever is given as 
to the whereabouts of the interference. As 
a last resort, a series of reviews of the pro-
cess may be made during which, one after 
another of the conditions may be changed 
or re-arranged and brought into different 
mutual relations. Theoretically this is noth-
ing but a forlorn hope-a game of chance-
for it can be logically shown that the num-
ber of experiments necessary to arrive at 
proof is always by far, too large to admit of 
performance. It is fortunate, however, that 
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the experimentalist is always at liberty to 
try the most probable alternation first and 
is thus liable to find the true cause of error 
with such a comparatively small loss of time 
that the method has really a high practical 
value. 
Besides the conection of processes and the 
introduction of other ones we have no way 
of systematically detecting error or deter-
mining its scource. Errors which are con-
stant and which arise from unsuspected or 
unknown conditions are liable to remain 
until revealed by accident. 
The elimination of error, practically 
speaking, is generally an easy task, 
when once the causes of producing it 
has been made known. Sometimes, howev-
er, the causes for producing the error are so 
intimately connected with the necessary 
conditions of the experiment as to defy 
seperation. It was this fact that so long 
prevented the spectroscope from becoming, 
what it now is, a valuable aid in qualitative 
chemistry. As early as the the .middle of 
the last century, Melville noticed the singu-
lar predominance of yellow in all observed 
spectra. Wallaston and Fraumhaufer also 
noticed the predominance of yellow and 
Talbot attempted, but of course failed, to 
attribute it to atmospheric moisture. It was 
not until 1856 that Swan showed that the 
presence one-millionth part of a grain of 
salt is sufficient to render a flame bright 
yellow. The scource of error was thus de-
tected but its elimination from the atmos-
phere of so small hn amount of a substance 
so widely distributed as the salts of sodium 
must remain impractiable to say the least, 
some compensation for their presence being 
preferable. 
By making allowance for errors in this 
way which cannot be easily removed and 
applying known Laws of Error to the re-
sults, interfering causes may always be re-
duced to a satisfactory minimum. 
IDEAS ARE RELA'l'IVE. 
In order to comprehend the various phe-
nomena, as they appear to the mind, a con-
trast is essential and a relation absolutely 
indispensible. Our ideas of weight and size 
are purely relative. What is weight? The 
attraction the earth has for a body. The at-
traction is different in different bodies and 
masses. A certain body will weigh a pound. 
Well, what is a pound? We imagine a defi-
nition of it and are no better off than before. 
If each body or portion of substance weighed 
just a pound and all weights were the same, 
what conception would we have of weight. 
There would be no such a thing in the mind 
as a native weight and on that point the con-
sciousness would have been just at the van-
ishing point. "What is size?" We might say, 
"the amount of space the object takes up or 
fills." Now we are no nearer any idea of 
size, unless we have some previous idea of 
the boundaries of space. This again can 
only be comprehended, if it can be compre-
hended at all, by its relation to other objects 
contained within this space. Imagine for a 
moment that all bodies or objects of the 
mind occupied the same amount of space, 
and that a mountain, a cat, the stars, and 
grains of sand, were all of the same dimen-
sions; what would be our notions of the size 
of these bodies? We would have to compare 
them with the whole amount of space itself to 
have any idea of size. '.l'his takes us, as it 
were, a little farther away from home than 
we like to be. Distance would be extension 
in only one direction. A foot is a measured 
part of extension only. Of course this does 
not include that kind of foot composed of 
five toes and a heel. If there was no differ-
entation of the physical bodies or matter 
we should be conscious of none. We think 
it is doubtful whether we should be conscious 
at all. 
Mans' intelligence, in itself, is unmeasured 
except by the relative superiority, or infe-
riority, of other intelligencies, which accord-
ing to their power, as compared with his, 
give him the most eminent or more subordi-
nate position. 
Any idea of the infinite is possible of con-
ception when the primary knowledge has 
made us acquainted with the finite and un-
boundless. 
That conception we have of the succession 
of phenomena is possible only as that ele-
ment of the mind called memory, brings be-
fore the thinking subject the immage of the 
past modifications; not as modifications but 
as phenomena, in the succession fu which 
they occurred. 
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tend to raise the standard of journalism in 
colleges and make it of more practical valve 
to the students. Many of our papers can and 
ought to be improved not only in appearance 
but also in the subject matter which they 
contain. ·when this is done; when we as stu-
dents refuse to allow the papers to be filled 
with articles uninteresting and uninstruct-
ive than we believe that generally speaking 
there will be no ground for the complaint 
that those who were once connected with 
the institutions have lost all interest in the 
papers now published by their students. 
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Address all communications to 
An event of unusual sadness, and one that 
has elicited the profound sympathy of the 
the entire community, is the sudden mental 
Tim AmwuA, AM1cs, IowA. eclipse, followed quickly by the death, of 
one of our promising youn men, .Mr. IL S. 
OuR readers will undoubtly be glad to Dickey, one of the proprietors of the Semi-
know that the organization of the '\Vestern Tropic, published here. His many fri.ends 
College Press Association is now complete. are doubtless already familier with the chief 
It includes the college journals in the states incidents of the sad occurence. We shall 
of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, '\Visconsin refer to them only in conneciion with cer-
and Minnesota. tain facts remotely or immediately bearing 
We give a list of the officers elected at In- upon them and tending to explain the case. 
dian apolis, May 3. For about seven years .Mr. Dickey had re-
President-Editor of Knox Student, Illin- sided among us, engaged most of the time 
ois. as a bookkeeper, first for Workman Bros., 
Vice-President-Editor of Collegiate, Indi- then for some years for the Grange Store, 
ana. and still later for a time for Vickory & 
Secretary-Editor of Vidette Reporter. Hinds. In these positions he won the con-
Iowa. fidence and the high personal regard not on-
Execmitive Committee-Editor of Oberlin ly of his employers, but all within the circle 
Review, Ohio, Editor of Round Table, '\Vis- of his bnsiness and social relations. 
consin and Editor of Carltonia, .Minnesota, It was a little less than a year ago that, 
It is with much pleasure that we say, a feeling the need of relaxation from his con-
history of College Journalism will soon be I fining work, he joined a party of friends for 
published. It will be a neat pamphlet con- [ a trip up Wilson's Trail. He had been some-
taining a short history of the college papers what indisposed for some days, and this, ad-
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ded to the heat and thirst, and fatigue of the 
ascent, entirely overcame, so that he lay un-
conscious for an hour or more. He was re-
stored, however, though some effects of ex-
haustion lingered and my have superinduc-
ed the long and severe spell af typhoid fever 
which he suffered last November. It was 
when convalescing from this fever thut he 
purchased a half interest in the Semi-Tropic. 
Before he had fairly recovered he threw him-
self with all his enthuiasm and force into 
the n,ew enterprise. He soon regained his 
strength, and so, without any cessation of 
his intense activities, he prosecuted his 
work. In its interest he visited most of the 
places in Los Angeles and neighboring 
counties, and acheived almost phenomanal 
success, adding many hundreds of subscrib-
ers to his paper. His activity, his tact, and 
his success, attracted much attention, and 
most liberal inducments were offered to se-
cure his services in other enterprises. In 
the midst of these activities he devised a 
novel canopy buggy top, on which he ex-
pendedmuch thought, and for which he made 
application for a patent. Superadded to 
all this mental strain was a deep religious 
concern of late, followed by the most happy 
and covincing experience of the verity of the 
christian faith. But the over-worked brain 
at last succumbed to the immense pressure. 
The light of reason began to flicker. His 
mental aberrasion was distinctly observed 
on the 6th. On the following Sabbath he 
attended church, but he was not himself. 
His thoughts were disconnected. his recollec-
iions fragmentary. In the night following 
he was sleepless. A physician was sum-
moned, but nothing availed. On the follow-
ing morning, it became necessary to con-
fine him. Ile was removed in the afternoon 
to a private room. Friends and physicians 
did all in their power. It was thought best 
to remove him to the asylum, and hope was 
entertained that the care and appliances 
might compass his restoration. The attack 
being acute, it was considered the more fav-
orable. He was accordingly taken to Stock-
ton on Tuesday. No intelligence was re-
ceived until Saturday, when the message 
came that he was very low, and would prob-
ably not survive long. On Sunday morning 
the sad news of his death was received. No 
particulars regarding his last hours are yet 
known to us. 
Thus sudden and sad has been the depart-
ure from among us of one of the noblest and 
most exemplary of our younger citizens. 
.Mr. Dickey leaves a widowed mother, whose 
joy, whose strong support he was. 1Ve be-
speak the sympathies of all in her behalf in 
this hour of desolation. 
At a late meeting of the Faculty of the 
Agricultural College, the following resolu-
tions were passed : 
1VHEREAS: \Ve learn with sorrow of the 
sudden ·death at Los Angeles, California, of 
.Mr. Herbert S. Dickey, an alumnus of this 
College. 
Resolved:-That this Faculty recognize in 
Mr. Dickey a man of unusual talents, high 
character and personal worth, and that in 
his sudden demise the State has lost a valu-
able citizen and an estimable man. 
Resol1xd :-That we hereby tender our 
hearty sympathy to his relations and friends 
who have been called upon to mourn his sud-
den death. 
J. K. MACOMBER, 
E. W. STANTON, 
M. STALKER, 
Committee. 
U. F. MOUNT, Sec. 
ALMOST all of our "exchanges" mention 
with no small amount of satisfaction the 
fact that commencement is rapidly drawing 
near,and with itis coming the close of anoth-
er years work. We are prepared to say you 
have our best wishes; though we are only 
getting ready for a short vacation. The 
student who is completing a years work 
with credit to himself and to the Institution 
which he attends, can justly take much 
pride in looking forward to a pleasant vaca-
tion. To those of you who are about to finish 
your course of study we say, success to you 
in the world. To those who yet have a por-
tion of a college course ahead of them, we 
say, enjoy your vacation and return if you 
can, feeling that more work ought to be ac-
complished, and that you are better prepared 
for your task. 
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-Rain. 
-]frost. 
-Measles. 
-Good fare. 
-Snow-balls. 
-All made up! 
-They came, they saw, we conquered. 
-Keep warm by remembering its sum-
mer. 
-This snow-balling in the halls must be 
stopped. 
-Lovely June! We mean the month of 
course. 
-A few weeks more and then-Dulce 
Domuml 
-Special Telegram to the Aurora: "We 
have met the enemy and they are ours." 
-It is remarkable how many errands the 
boys have to the kitchen, lately. 
-Of all sad things ever heard or read, the 
saddest of all was that ginger-bread. 
-The students extend their thanks to 
Prof. Bigsby for christening Thursday pie. 
-A young gentleman in Zoology has made 
the startling discovery, that snails have 
gills. 
-Post Graduates keep up their interest in 
Sophomore and Junior Chemistry, to a won-
derful degree. 
-Owing, perhaps to Gen. Geddes' illness, 
the college paid no attention to Decoration 
day this year. 
-Prof. of Zoology. "And as the animal 
has no mouth, he consequently has no-
Logical Student, "teeth." 
-One of our Special Physicists who is an 
excellent weather prophet, solemnly pre-
dicts as rather breezy "June." 
-The tuner has tuned the pianos, and if 
the musicians are in tune, also, we may ex-
pect tuneful little tunes, hereafter. 
-One of the special chemists being asked 
how he liked "I dyls of the King" replied, 
"Thank the Stars, I don't take Botancy." 
-Our mechanical friend being asked 
if he enjoyed the lecture, quickly re-
sponded, "I one I did." He meant it too. 
-Mr. Griffith, a graduate of class '78, de-
livered a most able address, before the 
Christian Association a few Sabbaths ago. 
-Talking out of windows in the evening 
air is most injurious to the health. All 
Romeos and Juliets will please take warn-
ing. 
-Sophomores can't go out of sight of the 
building, now-a-days, but what their next 
older brothers have a meeting; we wonder 
why it is! 
-The seniors were excused from disser-
tations one Friday. The president thought 
they had "dissertated" about enough for 
that day. 
Now when a Prof. calls ofl' a name, 
And no one answers "here, sir," 
From all there comes one sad refrain, 
"The measles, if you please, sir." 
-An irreverent student thinks the reason 
one of our Professors doesn't have classes 
on Monday, is because he has to help put 
out the washing. 
-That petition is buried deep under the 
bounteous supply of good things, which 
have lately made their appearaace. Re-
guiescat in pace. -
-The novel discovery was made in the 
French class the other day-that in the bat-
tle of Orleans, the English rode away on the 
backs of the French. 
-Haven't the Clios increased in stature 
though, since the arrival of that new chan-
delier? It really adds much to the ap-
pearance of their room. 
-The Summer term of the Western 
school of Oratory and Eloqution, (Des 
Moines, Iowa,) will commence June 20th, 
1882. Send for circulars. 
-More than the average number of Sopho-
mores had the measles the day Prof. Bessey 
was absent from the class; they must have 
been taken very suddenly. 
-Mrs. Thompson thinks the Senior af-
flicted with the measles, had a remarkable 
appetite for a sick person. Perhaps his 
room-mate could a tale unfold. 
-The young ladies are tired of wearing 
winter costumes to suit the weather, so have 
turned the tables, and now try to make the 
weather conform to spring suits. 
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-Instead of singing "December's as pleas-
ant as May, the students shiver around the 
halls in winter over-coats sighing, "May is 
pleasant as December, just about." 
-Our bell-ringer is growing poetical; 
something which never happened before. 
We think it must be the effect of early ris-
ing. Morning air _is very exhilerating. 
-The Crescents drew the lucky number, 
and were thereby made the recipients of a 
valuable collection of books, donated by the 
President. Congratulations are extended. 
-Hunters, as a rule, are apt to use very 
ungrammatical expressions; for example, 
when one of them wishes to ask "May I," 
he will invaribly say, "May me?" (.Mamie.) 
-How sad the boys look, as they pass the 
strawberry bed, and gaze down at their 
blasted hopes. They should thank provi-
dence for putting temptatton out of their 
way. 
-The Sophomore class and Bachelor So-
ciety wear badges, in remembrance of their 
deceased member, Will Rawson. 'l'helatter 
Society also tastefully draped their hall for 
the same re11son. 
-The college band's disbanded; no longer 
we hear those melodious strains, "in linked 
sweetness long drawn out," reverberating 
through the silent halls. We hope they 
may soon be revived. 
-We don't like to say anything, but 
wouldn't it be better to leave those Junior 
hats at home, when going over the Sopho-
more Chemistry, Botany etc. It might 
make things "more evener" like. 
-The college seems to be gaining a repu-
tation, even national. We have now, with 
us, a young gentleman who formerly attend-
ed school in Germany, and came from the 
east here, in order to study special Chemis-
try. 
-One of our sick friends relates his ex-
perience thus: 
Ah, these measles do remind us, 
We may have them now, sublime; 
And when gone, we know they'll find us, 
All too soon, again, sometime. 
-We would advise a certain young gentle-
man, to borrow a pair of spectacles, the 
next time he goes into the library. He may 
thereby save himself a little embarrassment, 
and the librarian the trouble of finding him 
a seat. 
-Whoever says girls are afraid of snakes 
is a base libeler. Only the other day one 
of the Sophomore ladies killed a Zoological 
specimen of the above order, and carried it 
clear to the college in her hands. Never 
screamed once, either. 
-All honor and credit to th~ push energy 
and vim displayed by our Lecture Com-
mittee who, at near the close of the term, 
actually engaged a lecturer after he had 
come and offered his services. We feel that 
they have fulfilled their duty nobly. 
-We wondered why it took Seniors so 
long to walk around the circle, but since 
learning that one of them, while helping the 
Sophomores survey, found the circle by the 
farm house to be four hundred degrees in 
circumference, we understand all about it. 
-That young gentleman who stood at the 
house-keeper's door with a large platter in 
his hand, soliciting crackers which were 
non est, "folded his tent like the Arabs, and 
silently stole away," when he saw a young 
lady peering wisely at him from around the 
corner. 
-Under the new order of things, a grave 
and Reverend Senior makes the round of the 
dining-room, every day with his little note-
book, asking the students and facultv "if 
they have had a sufficiency this morning?" 
:Now, that looks as though someone took an 
interest in us. 
-The ladies who took the Sunday dinner 
at the cottage give grand and glowing ac-
counts of what thep consumed. We heard 
one cottager say that "they were quiet, and 
paid strict attention to business." No 
doubt they have learned to appreciate 
sumptuous repast. 
-The lecture delivered by Prof. Bigsby on 
Rugby, Arnold, and Tom Brown, was both 
entertaining and instructive. The students 
enjoyed it so heartily, they, like Oliver 
'l'wist, asked for "more," and were given a 
secend lecture Saturday evening on Excen-
tric Genius. This was not quite so well re-
ceived; perhaps, had another of the gentle-
man's subjects been chosen, the discourse 
would have proved more satisfactory. As it 
was, the students requested a ''sugar-plum" 
and had their desire granted. 
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DrnD.-May 31st, Roger Stanton, infant 
son of Prof. and Mrs. Stanton, aged four 
months. The funeral took place at the 
house, Prof. 'Wynn officiating. Interment 
at College Cemetery. The heartfelt sym-
pathy of all is extended to the Professor and 
his wife in their affliction. 
-It is coming to a bad state of affairs, 
when the Sophomore conclude that the only 
way to pass chemistry is to kill the professor 
and then intimidate his assistant. We are 
led to this conclusion from the fact that one 
of their number attempted to kick the pro-
fessor down stairs. And he was the Noblest 
one of all. 
-During the measle epidemic the mascu-
line portion at one table became so reduced 
that the few "who here and there remain-
ed," thought they could no longer hold their 
own against the ladies, and so sought re-
fuge in flight. Their places were soon filled 
by recruits from the gentler sex who seemed 
to enjoy the novelty of their position very 
much. 
-We knew it was the picnic all the while 
that caused so much rain. Since the first 
spring flowers our students have talked of a 
May party. But just as regularly as they 
set the day, just so regularly came the gentle 
showers; and from week to week that picnic 
has been hopefully postponed until, at last, 
in utter despair it was given up entirely. 
And last Satur.day the sun shone his appro-
val thro•1ghout the day. 
-Prof's. Stalker and Osborn, by way of 
diversion took part in a dramatic entertain-
ment given at the Opera House, Ames. 
More wonderful to relate,-such students 
as desired were given permission to attend 
the same. Many availed themselves of the 
glorious opportunity, and seemed to heartily 
enjoy the whole thing, even riding for two 
miles against a north-west wind. But 
"them's young folks' ways." 
RESOLUTIONS. 
The following preamble and resolutions 
were adopted by the Bachelor's Debating 
Society, May 13th, 1882. 
WHEREAS:-William B. Rawson, ~ mem-
ber of the Bachelors' Debatin~ Society and 
its efficient Secretary, has been called away 
in death, and 
WHEREAS:-We its members, feel a great 
loss and bereavement in the sudden and sad 
removal of our worthy member. Therefore 
be it 
Resolved:-That the members of the 
Bachelors' Debating Society extend their 
deep sympathy to the parents and friends, 
in this, our common bereavement. 
Resolved:-That as a mark of the high es-
teem and regard in which our deceased 
member was held, the Bachelors' Debating 
Society adjourn, its hall be draped, and that 
all its members wear the badge of mourning 
for the period of one week. 
Resolved:-That a copy of these resolu-
tions be furnished the Des Moines and col-
lege press, also the parents of the deceased. 
Resolved:-That these resolutions be duly 
ingrafted in the minutes of the Recording 
Secretary. 
E. A. McDONALD, 
w. D. WELLS. 
0. C. PETERSON, 
F. L. PITTMAN, 
E. A. ALEXANDER, 
C. M. D0XSEE, 
====-=-=--=--=--=--=---Committee. 
WHEREAS: God in his omniscience has 
seen fit to remove our beloved friend and 
classmate Wm. B. Rawson, and 
WHEREAS: 1Ve recognize in his death, 
the loss of a good student, and of one who 
held a high position in our affections. 
Therefore be it 
Resolved: That it is but a just tribute to 
the memory of the departed, to say that in 
regretting his removal from our midst we 
mourn for one who was in every way worthy 
of our respect and esteem. 
Resolved: That the heartfelt sympathy of 
this class be extended to 'ihe family in their 
affliction. 
Resolved: That these resolutions be pre-
sented to the parents of our deceased class-
mate, and a copy thereof be forwarded to 
the Aurora and State Register for publica-
tion. LEE CHAMPION, 
FANNIE WILSON, 
CUTHBERT VINCENT, 
Committee Class 84. 
I. A. C. Ames Ia. May 13th, 1882. 
PERSONALS. 
PERSONALS. 
Barney Johnson is a druggist at Ida Grove. 
Mr. Frank Higgins is employed in a bank 
at Emmettsburg, Iowa. 
E. D. Carlton can befoundat Spirit Lake 
where he is a real estate agent. 
Miss Emma Wright is teaching in Grant 
City, Io-.ya, and enjoying herself, if accounts 
be true. 
C. P. Noble has returned to his home in 
Maryland. His class will thereby lose a 
good member. 
Miss Agnes Mathews spent a few days at 
the College last week visiting her friend 
Miss McConnon. 
Miss .Mollie 1Vellemyer expects to enter 
the State University this fall, where she will 
take a five years' course. 
.Miss Tillie Winter is attending the high 
school at Davenport, where she will gradu-
ate a year from this June. 
vVe received a message from W.R. Lam-
eroux, enclosing one dollar for the AURORA. 
He wishes it sent to Ft. Dodge, this state. 
John Daugherty has been obliged to leave 
school on account of a lame arm. It is to 
be hoped that he will recover so as to resume 
his studies this fall. 
J. R. .McKim is back and will graduate 
with the present Senior class. All who 
were formerly acquainted with him are glad 
to welcome him again. 
Misses Belden and Fiegenbaum, so insep-
arable while at the College, are as much so 
as formerly. They are teaching in the same 
neighborhood, and board together. .Miss 
Belden expects to return to the I. A. C. and 
finish her course. 
ALU1',fNI. 
'81. A. M. Beresford's pleasant face was 
seen in our midst a short time ago. 
'78. E. G. 'l'yler recently made his alma 
mater a visit. Come again, and stay longer 
next time. 
'79. Mr. J . .M. Waugh is book-keeping in 
a large manufacturing establishment in 
Belleville, Ill. 
'78. C. B. Martin, we hear has accepted a 
position as assistant in the Nevada Insane 
Hospital at a salary of $2,000 per annum. 
'81. J: S. Dewell, another ponderous "Big 
Foot," greeted us with his old familiar 
growl, last week. He has finished his school 
at Polk City and is going further west. 
'76. Tom, what made you do iti' It is 
now nearly two years and he has never men-
tioned the event to his college friends. Now 
he has a yearling boarder in the family and 
he calls whilom Prof. T. L. Smith papa. 
'79. Mr. J.E. Hyde, occupies the position 
of book-keeper in a stone and marble estab-
lishment at St.Joseph, Mo. His wife, known 
among us as Della Lee, having spent a few 
weeks at her old home in Des Moines, made 
a short visit at the College, last week. 
'78. 1V. K. Robbins has received the ap-
pointment as chemist of theAmoskeag Manu-
facturing Co., of Manchester, N. II. The I. 
A. C. may well fell proud of this, for it is 
one of the best positions of the kind in New 
England, and one for which there were 
many applications from old and experienced 
members of the profession. 
'79. The Larimore Pionee1·, of the 25th 
ult., edited and published by W . .M. Scott, 
comes to our exchange table in triple sheet, 
crammed and jammed with news to tickle 
the ears of its readers, and "ads" to tickle 
the purse of its editor. W. M., it is the wish 
of the AURORA that plenty of "the neces-
sary" may reward your labors. 
CLIPPINGS. 
All praise wrongly directed, or suggested 
by selfish motives, is an injurious element 
in society. ,It perpetuates much that ought 
to be repressed, it fills silly minds with 
vanity and egotism, it panders to some of 
the worst features of human character. In 
sincereflcitterv especially does this. 
"Oh, yes" said Mrs. D., as she surveyed 
with evident pleasure her little parlor side-
board, covered with old China and decora-
ted with highly colored tiles. "Mr. B. re-
marked last night that I was becoming 
quite an atheist," and the old lady's coun-
tenance fairly beamed with delight, as her 
eyes rested on a sixteen cent Japanese tea-
pot. 
